
A survey conducted by Royal LePage Real Nearly one quarter of respondents in the 
Estate Services revealed that Ontarians and Royal LePage survey said that home buyers 
British Columbians have misconceptions and sellers have a low level of awareness 
about how the Harmonized Sales Tax (HST) about how the HST applies to a home sale 
affects real estate transactions. When transaction, while 44 percent said that buyers 
respondents were asked to provide examples and sellers are only somewhat aware.
of comments heard from buyers and sellers 

“While we predicted that the prospect of rising regarding the HST and its effect on the 
interest rates would put a damper on the housing market, 46.7 percent indicated that 
housing market, our agents are finding that confusion about HST remained more than one 
the HST is actually having the greater impact month after its introduction. Among the most 
on buyer behaviour, at least in the short term" common responses to the survey's open-
said Soper. "REALTORS® are there to help ended questions were that many home buyers 
guide buyers and sellers through the often incorrectly believed that the HST applies to the 
complex negotiation and closing process, so sale price of resale properties.
our take-away from this survey is that we need 

Nearly half of the 765 realtors polled in Ontario to do more as an industry to educate 
and British Columbia said that the HST was consumers about the HST."
having the greatest effect on the cooling 
residential real estate market, compared to 
just 28.4 percent who cited rising interest rates 
as having the greatest effect.

The HST applies to the purchase price of a 
newly built home, and to fees for services and 
commissions associated with any real estate 
transaction, but it does not apply to the 
purchase price of resale homes.

"We wanted to understand the impact HST 
has had since it was introduced, and what we 
found is that there is a need to better educate 
home buyers and sellers to ensure they 
understand when the HST is applicable," said 
Phil Soper, president and chief executive of 
Royal LePage Real Estate Services.

Members of the Ottawa Real 
Estate Board (OREB) sold 
1,122    residential properties 
in August 2010 compared 
with 1,211 in August 2009, a 
decrease of 7.3 percent. 
there were 1,149 sales in July  
2010. 

“The number of sales year-to-
date is slightly ahead of last 
year’s sales for the same 
period, and last year’s sales 
volume was the highest ever. 
This shows the stability of the 
Ottawa Real Estate Market” 
said OREB's President.

“The market is in a balanced 
position in relation to the 
number of homes for sale and 
the demand for properties. 
This is a good market for both 
buyers and sellers. I expect to 
see a normal fall market with 
longer selling times and stable 
prices,”  he added. 

The average sale price of 
resident ial propert ies,  
including condominiums, sold 
in August in the Ottawa area 
was $321,969, an increase of 
2.1 percent over August  
2009. The average sale price 
for a condominium-class 
property was $262,999, an 
increase of 16.8 per cent over 
August 2009.

SURVEY SHOWS HST MISCONCEPTIONS REMAIN
AMONG ONTARIANS AND BRITISH COL UMBIANS

REGARDING REAL EST ATE TRANSACTIONS

Call today for real estate 
advice and information!

Better supply of 
properties for sale 
brings balance to 
housing market; 

prices rise steadily 

Source: http://www.royallepage.ca/en/media/100805-hst-confusion-royal-lepage-advisor-survey.aspx?bottomcontent=874&toolstips=1052&relatedcontent=1074
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FAL L HOME MAI NTENANCE
Inspecting your home on a regular basis and following good 
maintenance practices are the best way to protect your 
investment in your home. By following the information noted 
here, you will learn about protecting your investment and how to 
help keep your home a safe and healthy place to live. If you do 
not feel comfortable performing some of the home 
maintenance tasks listed below, or do not have the necessary 
equipment, for example a ladder, you may want to consider 
hiring a qualified handyperson to help you.

? Have furnace or heating system serviced by a qualified 
service company every two years for a gas furnace, and 
every year for an oil furnace, or as recommended by the 
manufacturer.

? If you have central air conditioning, make sure the drain 
pan under the cooling coil mounted in the furnace plenum 
is draining properly and is clean.

? Lubricate circulating pump on hot water heating system.

? Bleed air from hot water radiators.

? Disconnect the power to the furnace and examine the 
forced air furnace fan belt, if installed, for wear, looseness 
or noise; clean fan blades of any dirt build-up.

? Check chimneys for obstructions, such as a nest, before 
turning on your furnace.

? Vacuum electric baseboard heaters to remove dust.

? Remove the grilles on forced air systems and vacuum 
inside the ducts.

? Turn ON gas furnace pilot light (if your furnace has one), 
set the thermostat to “heat” and test the furnace for proper 
operation by raising the thermostat setting until the 
furnace starts to operate. Once you have confirmed 
proper operation, return the thermostat to the desired 
setting.

? Check and clean or replace furnace air filters each month 
during the heating season. Ventilation system, such as 
heat recovery ventilator, filters should be checked every 
two months.

? Check to see that the ductwork leading to and from the 
heat recovery ventilator is in good shape, the joints are
tightly sealed (aluminum tape or mastic) and any duct 
insulation and plastic duct wrap is free of tears and holes.

? If the heat recovery ventilator has been shut off for the 
summer, clean the filters and the core, and pour water 
down the condensate drain to test it.

? Check smoke, carbon monoxide and security alarms, 
and replace batteries.

? Clean portable humidifier, if one is used.

? Check to see that bathroom exhaust fans and range hoods 
are operating properly. If possible, confirm that you are 
getting good airflow by observing the outside vent hood (the 
exterior damper should be held open by the airflow).

? Check smoke, carbon monoxide and security alarms, and 
replace batteries.

? Clean portable humidifier, if one is used.

? Check sump pump and line to ensure proper operation, and 
to ascertain that there are no line obstructions or visible leaks.

? Replace window screens with storm windows.

? Remove interior insect screens from windows to allow air 
from the heating system to keep condensation off window 
glass and to allow more free solar energy into your home.

? Ensure windows and skylights close tightly; repair or replace 
weather-stripping, as needed.

? Ensure all doors to the outside shut tightly, and check other 
doors for ease of use. Replace door weather-stripping if 
required.

? If there is a door between your house and the garage, check 
the adjustment of the self-closing device to ensure it closes 
the door completely.

? Cover outside of air-conditioning units and shut off power.

? Ensure that the ground around your home slopes away from 
the foundation wall, so that water does not drain into        
your basement.

? Clean leaves from eavestroughs and roof, and test 
downspouts to ensure proper drainage from the roof.

? Drain and store outdoor hoses. Close interior valve to 
outdoor hose connection and drain the hose bib (exterior 
faucet), unless your house has frost-proof hose bibs.

? Have well water tested for quality. It is recommended that you 
test for bacteria every six months.

? If you have a septic tank, measure the sludge and scum to 
determine if the tank needs to be emptied before the spring. 
Tanks should be pumped out at least once every three years.

? Winterize landscaping, for example, store outdoor furniture, 
prepare gardens and, if necessary, protect young trees or 
bushes for winter.
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